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Banks have written off  ~10.57 trillion during 
the  last five financial years, of which ~5.52 
trillion was in respect of loans pertaining to 
large industries, the government said. The 
scheduled commercial banks also recovered 
~7.15 trillion of non-performing assets (NPAs).  PTI

 Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman on Tuesday said GST 
officers have detected 21,791 fake GST registrations 

and over ~24,000 crore of suspected tax evasion 
during a two-month drive. In a written reply to 
a question in Rajya Sabha, the minister said to 
safeguard the interest of taxpayers and avoid 

extreme hardship to taxpayers, instructions 
have been issued from time to time, directing officers 

to exercise due caution and care in the exercise of powers such 
as summons, blocking of tax credit etc.  PTI

The number of medical 
colleges rose by  
82 per cent in the country, 
and MBBS seats have 
increased by 112 per cent 
since 2014, the Rajya Sabha 

was told on 
Tuesday. In a 
written reply, 
Minister of 
State for 

Health Bharati 
Pravin Pawar said the 
number of postgraduate 
medical seats rose by 127 per 
cent in the same period. The 
number of medical colleges 
rose from 387 in 2014 to the  
current, the minister  
said. MBBS seats went up 
from 51,348 to 1,08,940 while 
PG seats surged from 31,185 
to 70,674, in the same period, 
she said. Additionally, the 
construction of 157 medical 
colleges have been approved, 
Pawar said.   PTI

More than 400 people died 
while cleaning septic tanks 
and sewers in the country 
between 2018 and 2023, 
Parliament was informed 
on Tuesday. Union 
Minister of State for 
Social Justice and 
Empowerment 
Ramdas Athawale 
shared the information in a 
written reply to a question 
asked by Trinamool Congress  
member Aparupa Poddar 

regarding manual scavenging 
in India. According to the data 
provided by the minister, 76 
deaths occurred while 

cleaning septic tanks and 
sewers in 2018, 133 in 
2019, 35 in 2020, 66 in 
2021, 84 in 2022 and 49 
in 2023. Manual 

scavenging is a 
prohibited activity in the 
country. 714 districts have 
reported themselves as 
manual scavenging-free.  PTI

PSBs given 
~15K cr on 
ED action: 
Sitharaman

‘Banks write off ~10.57 trn in 
5 yrs, recover ~7.17 trn NPA’

Suspected GST evasion  
of ~24K cr detected : FM 

82% surge in 
medical 
colleges since 
2014: Govt 

Over 400 people died while 
cleaning sewers in  2018-2023

INDIA defers meet, PM slams 
Oppn on ‘North-South’ split
ARCHIS MOHAN 
New Delhi, 5 December 

I
n another indication that several 
constituents of the Opposition 
alliance were upset with the Congress 

for its indifference towards them since 
September, several leaders of the smaller 
parties conveyed their inability to attend 
Wednesday’s meeting of the INDIA bloc 
convened by Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge. The Congress 
deferred the meeting of the top leaders of 
the alliance to the third week of 
December. In Patna, RJD leader Lalu 
Prasad said the meeting will take place on 
December 17. Another meeting called by 
the Congress president at his residence 
here on Wednesday with the floor leaders 
of the INDIA constituents in Parliament 
will, however, go ahead according to its 
schedule to formulate the opposition 
strategy for the 2024 Lok Sabha polls. 

On Monday, Trinamool Congress chief 
Mamata Banerjee cited prior engage-
ments in North Bengal as the reason for 
her skipping Wednesday’s meeting in the 
national capital. According to sources, 
Janata Dal (United) chief Nitish Kumar 
conveyed that he was not keeping well 
while Samajwadi Party (SP) chief Akhilesh 
Yadav also expressed his inability to 
attend the meeting. Tamil Nadu Chief 
Minister M K Stalin, who leads the Dravida 
Munnetra Kazhagam, is unable to attend 
due to cyclone Michaung that has hit the 
southern state. 

Since Sunday’s Assembly poll results, 
leaders of the Shiv Sena (Uddhav 
Balasaheb Thackeray), JDU, Trinamool 
and Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) have said 
the Congress should be more accommo-
dating when it comes to its regional allies. 
Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan 
blamed the Congress’ losses on its “greed” 
and unwillingness to take along its INDIA 

partners. On Tuesday, Vijayan said the 
Congress will have to decide whether it 
was fighting the BJP or the Left 
Democratic Front (LDF) while fielding 
Rahul Gandhi from Wayanad in the Lok 
Sabha polls next year. In Lucknow, 
Akhilesh Yadav, said, “Had the behaviour 
of the Congress party been different in 
one of the states, it too would have seen 
a change.” 

In the Lok Sabha on Tuesday, the BJP 
objected to a pejorative reference to the 
Hindi heartland by a DMK MP. The chair 
later expunged the remark and DMK MP 
D N V Senthilkumar issued a public apol-
ogy in the evening. The DMK MP’s com-
ments come in the backdrop of some, 
including Congress leaders, referring to 
the recent assembly election results as a 
'North-South divide' with the Congress 
winning in Telangana following on its 

Karnataka win in May while the BJP swept 
the Hindi heartland states of Madhya 
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Rajasthan. 

During the elections, the BJP top lead-
ership had criticised remarks on Sanatan 
Dharma by DMK leaders, which was one 
reason that had led Congress Madhya 
Pradesh state unit chief Kamal Nath to 
cancel a proposed joint opposition rally 
in Bhopal. In a post on X on Tuesday 
morning, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
cautioned people to be alert to the 
Opposition's divisive agenda. He was 
reacting to an X post captioned 
"Meltdown-e-Azam" (great meltdown) of 
a news clip that cited "excuses" and 
alleged attempts by an "ecosystem" to 
stoke regional divide and insult voters in 
Hindi speaking states after the BJP swept 
to power in Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh 
and Chhattisgarh. 

Revanth named Telangana CM, 
wait extends for 4 other states
ARCHIS MOHAN 
New Delhi, 5 December 

The Congress on Tuesday 
announced that its Telangana 
state unit chief, A Revanth 
Reddy, will be the new  
chief minister of the state.  
He will take the oath of office 
on Thursday. 

Of the five states that went 
to the polls, Congress won the 
majority in Telangana. 

The Zoram Peoples 
Movement (ZPM) won in 
Mizoram. Its leader 
Lalduhoma, a 74-year-old for-
mer Indian Police Service (IPS) 
officer, is likely to take oath on 
December 8. 

There was no clarity on 
who the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) may pick as chief 
ministers in Chhattisgarh, 
Madhya Pradesh and 
Rajasthan, the three Hindi 
heartland states where it 
secured a majority. 

Top BJP leaders Amit Shah 
and J P Nadda consulted with 
state in-charges on Tuesday. 

In Jaipur, former Rajasthan 
CM Vasundhara Raje  
continued to meet her 
loyalists among the party’s 
winning candidates. 

In Bhopal on Tuesday, 
Madhya Pradesh CM Shivraj 
Singh Chouhan issued a video 
statement to say that he had 
not been a contender for the 
CM’s chair in the past, nor is 
he today. “Tomorrow (on 
Wednesday), I am going to 

Chhindwara, where we failed 
to win any of the seven seats 
(in the district). I have resolved 
that the BJP should win all 29 
Lok Sabha constituencies in 
Madhya Pradesh and 
Narendra Modi will become 
the country’s Prime Minister 
(again),” Chouhan, whom 
many have credited for lead-
ing the party to victory on the 
back of his government’s Ladli 
Behna scheme, said. 

In 2019, Chhindwara elect-
ed Nakul Nath, son of 
Congress state unit chief 
Kamal Nath. It was the only 
seat that the BJP lost. 

At a meeting in Jaipur, the 
Congress state unit entrusted 
the party’s central leadership 
to pick the leader of the 
Opposition in the Assembly. 

After the meeting, former 
deputy CM Sachin Pilot, 
said, “Youths should be giv-
en the reins so that we can 
take the young generation 
into confidence.” 

According to party sources, 
the Congress high command 
has asked its MP state unit 
chief Kamal Nath to quit. 

As for Telangana, Congress 
general secretary KC 
Venugopal said in the National 
Capital that the party has  
consulted senior leaders, 
Congress president 
Mallikarjun Kharge and fac-
tored in the report of its 
observers to decide on 
Revanth Reddy as leader of the 
Congress Legislature Party. 

Shivraj Singh Chouhan on Tuesday said he had not been a 

contender for the CM chair in the past, nor was he one today
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PM Narendra Modi cautioned people to be alert to the “Opposition's divisive 

agenda” in a post on X. The BJP objected to a pejorative reference to the Hindi 

heartland by DMK in Lok Sabha PHOTO: PTI

Over  ~15,000 crore 
confiscated by the 
Enforcement Directorate 
(ED) from defaulters have 
been paid back to public 
sector banks (PSBs), Finance 
Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman informed the 
Rajya Sabha on Tuesday.  
“As of December 1, 2023, 
assets amounting to 
~15,186.64 crore under the 
PMLA have been 
confiscated by the ED out of 
which ~15,183.77 crore have 
been restituted to the PSBs. 
PMC Bank (now merged 
with Unity Small Finance 
Bank) has recovered ~104.02 

crore with 
active 
cooperation 
and support 

from 
agencies. 

Assets amounting to ~692.89 
crore have been confiscated 
under the provisions of the 
Fugitive Economic 
Offenders Act, 2018,” 
Sitharaman said replying to 
supplementary questions in 
the Rajya Sabha. 
Sitharaman said that as of 
March 31, 2023, legal suits 
were filed for recovery 
against 13,978 loan 
accounts. ASIT RANJAN MISHRA


